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DONATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1865. . 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 


Donors. Volumes. Pamphlets. 


Bound. Unbound. 
Akin, Ebenezer,..-+-+secseereceeesseces ees 
American Antiquarian Society, .. pele s ate waeeees 
American Philosophical Society,........- ale 2 
Bartlett, Mrs. Lyman,.....esesseeeeses eoee 14 17 
Bierstadt: Brothers, «- nses+0 vals nage pera deess 
Boston Public Library,-..-. ¢ teoweccsseese ‘. 
Boston Society of Natural Ae, vee eee cee 
Briggs, Roswell H..e.ee+eee. pitas pss ‘ps 
Brownell, Ti. Frank, .-scccccseesccvcsscceses 
Butler Hospital for the Insane, ++*+ seeeeseeee 
Charlestown Public Library,......--++ese a 
City. of Boston, <> = 5+ sy += sg dpsedais snes aye 1 
Cobb, I. H.....--.6. Cheat Pekil Ciiteerens eee Z 
Congdon, James B....++ sees scccereeacee aie 1 
Cook, Thomas, «+++ cocssccccedeeot* cccnceces 1 
Crapo, Henry His sy tied. dit «cil s aigisitieuustaen 8 
Dawson, H.. Bicess cece e ve eeg eee swccuee aap 
Detroit Young Men’s Society, .--+-+.+++-.++. 
Dexter; Frank Boor ses ss 0s 52 ase seas 2 
Eliot, Thomas D., M. C....-..seeeeee ce Vese 153 5 
Ewer, Ferdinand (C.c0-t. 05.00 to oe. he chloe 
Farrington, William H.......-+ ss seeeeenee 1 
Fall River Public Library,...---..-.++ sseeeee 
Harvard College, --<-secceevcee rece revcceces 
Horticultural Society,...-+-.+.e++ sees adigae if | 
Howland, George, Jr...... Mde dl So Weta esclole, afew 
Kelly, EGmund,-+-.cesccessseccesesccsccees 
Kempton, Horatio A.,..+..sseeeeeee ee) eae 1 
Library Company, Phil. s..e.ceessesseeeceees 
Long Island Historical Society,...--+....-+.. 
Lowell City Library,-...esscessesscessenece 
Mercantile Library Assoc., Boston,..--++.+.. 
Mercantile Library Assoc., N. York,.------- 
Mercantile Library Company, Phil.....- ees 
Merrill, Edward B.....-.. Wed vh te ang ee Miles 
Newburyport Public Library,..-............ 
Patterson, General Robert,.......seeee. “sg gurl 
Peabody Institute, So. Danvers, Mass.....-- 
Phipps, Abner d..-.ssscccceesvovecvcncsesee 
Pitman, Robert. Cos oes asinre 9s esse ely «lle © wing ) 2 
Rensselaer‘ Polytechnic Inst., Troy, ap oe 
Rodman, Benjamin, .-++sceescesccsess 2 43 3 
Rodman, Edmund,..----..- coe ceceveene ai-6 eos uie 
Rodman, Samuel, s+ «43k seb sn'de 85/09 + a's Bean 26 14 
Rugg, Charles P...--. eisbes eiclwese oda o eee x 
Sanborn, FB. B.ccss ccc cceenveceecece sevece 1 
Schouler, William, «0. esse ccessecccccesecece 1 
Sibley, J. Langdon,.-.cecsessesenceserscecens 2 
Soldiers’ Relief Association, ..++ssscssecceoee Il 2 
DATO) cel OLIN, +4 awe c 0.0 on 05.0.9 0's + aMeMilae a kes eel 1 
State of Massachusetts, .oscsecceecseececesee G 
State of Pennsylvania,..csscccscscccceseccree 9 
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DONATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1865, 


(CONTINUED.) 


Donors. Volumes. Pamphlets. 
Bound. Unbound. 
Sumner, Charles.o...02..06e5 ould Brak Wales eta 
Taber, William: C., Jiri. .occsscccccccsse csene 3 
United States,........ aisioiacelers ecaieievel even e sinleraveras 32 
Ee POUT Hs cc's 05 = eine ccinces velco nas “ea | 
Webb, D. E..eee seen cece: Glia aca shatea hel areaivratete 1 
Willey, Henry, ...+..csescccssccsccceeseeus, 2 4 
Wilmington Institute,.... 1... sceescescceee. 1 
Wilson, Joseph T.........., Foren onmins sents 2 
1 
1 
1 
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Wood, Henry T.--e-ccceee scence sens cnceees 
Worcester Free Public Library, ietelet diets ba ebeta’s 
Young Men’s Association, Buffalo,........... 
Young Men’s Mercantile Library Association, 
PIG R a wilds s ood clet vale's wae cew ies 1 
Young Men’s Mercantile Library Association, 
PHttSDULE,, «ose ese ees cess cccces cece eeeee 1 


NEWSPAPERS AND DOCUMENTS. 


Akin, Ebenezer,—Deed of Nathaniel Delano, conveying land in Dart- 
mouth (Fairhaven), to Stephen Taber. List of Taxes payable under 
the Act of Congress of March 5, 1816: Valuation and Tax of New 

_ Bedford. MS., pp. 28. 

Green, Thomas A.,—Anti-Slavery Standard, 1843- 49 and 1864. 

Grace, Capt. James W.,—Two “Shells” thrown into Fort Wagner, 
July, 1863, from the U. S. Monitors Weehawken and Katskill. 

From a friend—A picture of ‘‘ Irving and his Friends.” 
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To the Mayor and Aldermen, and the Common 
Council of the City of New Bedford: 


GENTLEMEN :—The “Ordinance for the establish- 
ment and government of the Free Public Library” 
provides, that the “'Trustees shall annually lay before 
the City Council, a detailed report of their doings 
and of the condition of the Library.” 

In accordance with this requisition the Trustees 
for the year 1865 respectfully place in your hands 
the FourTEENTH ANNUAL Report of the institu- 
tion. 

By the record kept by the librarian it appears, 
that during the year 1865 there have been taken 
from the library, therty-five thousand and tharty Bhs 
volumes. 

The daily average has been one hundred and 
twenty-five ; the largest of any year since the open- 
ing of the library. 

The whole number of cards issued is, seven thou- 
sand one hundred and forty-four. 

The increase during the year has been five hun- 
dred and forty-three. 

It will be seen that although the whole number 
of volumes taken falls a little short of the issue of 
1864, the daily average is greater. This is ex- 
plained by the fact, that for several weeks in the 
summer the library was closed that the building 
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might be repaired and the books examined. At no ~ 
time during the existence of the library has the 
number of takers been larger, or more interest man- 
ifested in the institution. 

There have been added to the library during the 

year, by purchase and donation, about one thousand 
volumes, and the whole number upon our shelves is © 
at this time not far from twenty thousand. 

In the month of June the Library was closed for 
a short time that the repairs upon the building, un- 
der the direction of the Committee on Public Prop- 
erty, might be made. The Trustees desire to ex- 
press their great satisfaction at the tasteful and 
thorough manner in which the work was performed. 
Every part of our beautiful building was carefully 
examined, and placed in most excellent order. The 
care and attention bestowed upon the library-edifice 
by the Council’s Committee is another evidence of 
the high estimation in which the institution is held 
by the representatives of the people. 

During this period a thorough examination was 
made of the contents of the library. We cannot 
convey to you a clearer view of the result than to 
give the report made by the librarian when the 
labor of examination was completed. He says: 
“The whole number of books missing is two hun- 
dred and three. Of these, one has been paid for, 
nine will be either returned or paid for, and twenty 
will probably be returned. ‘The remainder may be 
considered as lost. ‘aking the number lost to be 
one hundred and seventy-three, which I think is in 
excess, It will give an average loss of about twenty- 
three books yearly for the seven years and sia 
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months during which the library has been open in 
this buildmg. Not more than six of the missing 
books will average in value more than one dollar each. 
Many of the remaining volumes were very much 
worn when delivered. One hundred and twenty- 
one volumes, more than half, belong to the depart- 
ment of ‘Novels and Tales.’” 

This result must, we think, be considered not 
only satisfactory but surprising.’ For fourteen years 
our library has been, as its title sets forth, “free” 
to the “public.” During the last seven years, the 
number of volumes delivered has amounted to about 
two hundred thousand, and the result is, that at the 
end of that period, we find less than two hundred 
volumes missing, whose value is comparatively small, 
and the annual loss to the institution is but twenty- 
three. ‘Vhis result does not materially vary from 
that obtained at the close of the first period of the 
same duration. Again has our experience justified 
the wisdom of the principle upon which the institu- 
tion was founded. They who gave it being, who 
sought to open to the people and the whole people 
the avenues to a higher culture and the means of 
innocent and elevating recreation, founded their 
work upon the belief that they would foster, sustain 
and carefully protect what they should themselves 
provide for their own intellectual and moral improve- 
ment. Again, and with a deeper conviction and a 
still higher degree of satisfaction, are we allowed to 
address you, at the close of the fourteenth year of 
the existence of our institution, in the language used 
by our predecessors in this important. trust, at the 
termination of the second. 

B 


10 | Crry Document No. 7. December, 


“The great and leading feature in the conception 
and management of the library,” says the second 
Annual Report, “has been, by the experience of the 
years which have passed since its opening, fully 
established. 

“The records of our librarian sustain in the 
fullest manner the truth of the idea upon which the 
action of the legislature and the city was founded— 
that a library could be so managed as to admit all 
the people to a participation in its benefits. So 
few in number are the books missing from our 
shelves, and so carefully, in general, have they been 
used while in the hands of the takers, that it is not 
deemed necessary, in this report, to give in detail 
the very few instances in which the regulations of 
the library have been violated. The Trustees 
would again express the great satisfaction with 
which they lay these statements before the City 
Council. The people have demonstrated, not only 
by the great extent to which the books have been 
used, but also by their heedfulness in the use and’ 
punctual return of the volumes taken, that they 
can be reliably intrusted with the care of the prop- 
erty which the enlightened liberality of the public 
has set apart for their recreation and improvement.” 

To this statement, as applied to the experience 
of the ‘Trustees in 1853, and adopted by us as the 
result of that of the present board for 1865, there 
are now, as there were then, a few lamentable excep- 
tions. ‘here are those who take from us our 
books, collected and cared for at a great expendi- 
ture of money and of toil, and use and abuse them. 
Once more, as a special admonition to those excep- 
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tional individuals who. have proved themselves so 
unworthy of the privilege bestowed upon them, and 
as the statement of a fundamental truth that all our 
visitors and takers should ever bear in mind, we 
place before the people the following extracts from 
the-earliest reports of this board: 

“The rules must be observed, or disorder, decay 
and dissolution will soon attend upon this enlight- 
ened and praiseworthy effort to open to the people 
the avenues to a more extensive and genial culture.” 

“UsE CAREFULLY, RETURN PROMPTLY —these 
are the two fundamental rules upon which the pros- 
perity of the library must rest. When these rules 
shall be disregarded the library must cease to exist.” 

We place before you our annual record of dona- 
tions. You will find upon its examination that our 
old friends have not forgotten us, and that new ones 
have been added to our list. No part of the duty 
devolving upon us as Trustees of the Free Public 
Library is more delightful than that which allows 
us to present to you and to the inhabitants of the 
city the names of those whose donations are 
increasing the value and the usefulness of our 
stores, and deepening and widening the interest 
felt by the people in our noble institution. Year by 
year, while the successive boards of trustees may 
seem but to repeat the language of their predeces- 
sors, the satisfaction they feel as they lay before you 
the evidence of the high place the library holds in 
the estimation of the enlightened and the wealthy, 
is their own; and it is a part of the reward which — 
comes to them for their labors in the discharge of 
their trust, that they are allowed thus to spread 


12 — Crry Document No. 7. December, 


before the public the record of the thoughtful liber- 
ality of its friends and benefactors. 

The record speaks for itself; but it appears to us 
proper in this connection, to call your attention to 
that part of it where you will find the name of the 
Hon. Tuomas D. Extot, the gentleman who has so 
long and so faithfully represented us in the council 
of the nation. Our duty in regard to him cannot, 
perhaps, be more properly performed than by giving 
you, from our records, the proceedings of the board 
upon the occasion of his presenting us with a large 
number of valuable volumes. 


“The monthly list of donations having been read, at the meeting of 
the Trustees held October 7th, 1865, it was 

Resolved, That the city of New Bedford is under great obligations to 
the Hon. THomas D. Exior for the interest he has always manifested in 
the success of the Free Public Library; which has been shown, not 
only by a careful attention to the rights of the institution under the 
laws of Congress, and by supplying us with valuable Congressional 
publications, but by large and valuable donations of books and pam- 
phlets from his private stores. 

Fesolved, That in view of the important additions which have been 
made to the library through Mr. Exrort’s exertions and liberality, 
deeply impressed upon us at this time by the receipt from him of more 
than one hundred volumes of valuable books, we consider it to be our 
duty thus to record our high appreciation of his regard and assistance, 
and in this formal manner to express the gratitude we feel for his gen- 
erous and long continued aid. 

Voted, That the clerk of the board communicate to Mr. Exror a cer- 
tified copy of these proceedings.” 


Krom our General and State Governments we 
continue periodically to receive, under the operation 
of wise and beneficent enactments, the works which 
add to the extent and value of the department of 
the library devoted to legislative publications. Our 
collection is already large, and its continued in- 
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crease will soon render it one of great value. The 
room set apart for it is always open, not only to 
our own citizens but to all who are desirous of con- 
sulting the volumes upon its shelves. 

From States other than our own, we have re- 
ceived accessions to our collections which are of 
great value. ‘The official authorities of the States 
of New York, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and 
Pennsylvania, have sent us copies of the Colonial 
Records which have been published by the govern- 
ments of these States respectively, and we are in- 
debted to them for other interesting and valuable 
volumes. The Trustees have regarded it as a 
pleasure as well as a duty, in all cases to acknowl- 
edge in an appropriate manner these contributions 
to our collections; and although such returns as it 
has been in our power to make have not been with- 
held, we remain largely indebted to the enlightened 
officials of these governments for their many favors.* 

In another form and to a most gratifying extent, 
and under circumstances which give to the acquisi- 
tion a greatly increased value and interest, the li- 
brary has been enriched during the past year. 

You have already received and acted upon the 
announcement that the executors of the last will and 
testament of the late Cuartes W. Morean have 
paid into the treasury of the city the sum of one 
thousand dollars, a bequest from our honored, be- 
loved and lamented fellow-citizen. 

The proceedings of your body upon the occa- 
sion, so comprehensive and so appropriate, so just 
to the memory of the noble dead, and so honorable 

* See Note A. 
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to yourselves, rendered it unnecessary for us to take 
any formal action upon the subject. We placed 
upon our record the resolutions with which you 
had enriched your own; and we feel that nothing is 
now to be required of us, but to embody those reso- 
lutions in our report that we may place permanently 
before the people a history so full of interest to us 
all. 


“At the meeting of the Trustees held on the 25th of November, the 
Mayor communicated to the board the fact, that there had been paid 
into the City Treasury the sum of one thousand dollars, by the executors 
of the estate of the late Charles W. Morgan, it being the amount of 
a bequest made to the city for the Free Public Library in the will of 
that gentleman. 

The clerk of the board presented an official copy of the resolutions 
passed by the City Council, upon receiving from the City Treasurer a 
communication, informing that body of the payment into the Treasury 
by the executors of the will of CoarLEs W. MorGAN: whereupon it was 


Voted, That a copy of the resolutions be entered upon our records.” 


Copy of the Resolutions of the City Council. 


“¢ Resolved, That in the bequest made to the city for the Free Public Li- 
brary by our late fellow-citizen, CHARLES W. MorGAN, we recognize the 
act of one whose enterprising and honorable career as a merchant; 
whose public spirit, and comprehensive benevolence; whose sympathy 
with all the tender charities of private life, and with all things lovely 
and of good report, commanded the respect, confidence and regard of 
our community. 

Resolved, That in the benefactions which have flowed to the literary 
and charitable institutions of our city from this bountiful source, we see 
an exhibition of the exalted and endearing characteristics of our de- 
parted friend—a man whose enlightened and benevolent spirit ever led 
him into sympathy with every undertaking which had for its object the 
relief of the oppressed and the destitute, and the intellectual and moral 
enlightenment of his fellow-men. 

Resolved, That in the result of the administration of the affairs of the 
generous testator, we recognize, on the part of the executors, the 
operation of an ability and an enlightened regard for the public welfare 
kindred to his own: and we can assure them that their names are asso- 
ciated with that of him they have so faithfully represented, as we give ex- 
pression to the grateful feelings which their benefactions have inspired.” 
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Notwithstanding the circumstances of doubt and 
delay which are connected with the last will and 
testament of SytviA AnN HowLanp, we are not at 
liberty to close our statement of the year’s benefac- 
tions, without a notice of the magnificent bequest 
which that excellent lady has made to the city. 

“TI GIVE AND BEQUEATH,” she says, “TO THE 
City or New BeprorD, THE SUM oF OnE Hun- 
DRED THOUSAND DoLLARS; AND I DIRECT THAT 
THIS SUM OF MONEY SHALL BE INVESTED JUDI- 
CIOUSLY UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE City Coun- 
CIL, AND THAT THE INCOME THEREFROM SHALL BE 
EXPENDED AND USED FOR THE PROMOTION AND 
SUPPORT WITHIN THE CITY OF LIBERAL EDUCA- 
TION, AND FOR THE ENLARGEMENT, FROM TIME TO 
TIME, OF ouR PUBLIC LIBRARY.” | 

This is not the time or the place to indulge in 
speculations as to the result of the attempt which 
is making to deprive our city and the cause of edu- 
cation of this princely endowment, or to anticipate 
the results of a decision that shall place it within 
the control of our municipal authorities. Our duty 
is discharged by giving expression to the deep feel- 
ings of satisfaction and gratitude with which we 
have regarded this noble contribution in behalf of 
our instrumentalities for diffusing knowledge among 
the people. SynviA Ann How1anpn, by this act 
of enlightened munificence, has won the right to 
have her name placed high, if not highest, upon the 
list of our public benefactors; and there it will re- 
main, even should an unenyiable success attend the 
effort that is making to divert the current of her 
bounty from that domain which it was her purpose 
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to fertilize and beautify. But we will not admit 
the possibility of such a result. We look forward 
with confidence to the day, and belieye it to be not 
far distant, when the people of New Bedford shall 
have it announced to them that the design of their 
benefactress has been accomplished; and equally 
confident are we, that when that time shall arrive, 
the people’s representatives will, by ordinances of 
wisdom and liberality, give the fund such a direc- 
tion as will not only imsure rich returns to the 
present, but that future generations shall rise up 
and call her blessed.* 

We have to acknowledge the receipt of a small 
sum of money from the former Horticultural Society, 
which is to be expended in a special manner, as set 
forth in the note of the trustees which accompanied 
the donation. 

To CHARLES Conapon, Esq., of Brooklyn, N. 
Y., we are indebted for a donation of one hun- 
dred dollars. This sum will be in accordance with 
_ the decision of the board expended in some work 
or works of tasteful and enduring excellence, which 
shall perform the double duty of imparting knowl- 
edge, and of keeping fresh in the memory the act 
of the generous donor. 

The action of the Council, by which all the funds 
of the institution of every character and description 
are placed in the treasury of the city, is, in our 

opinion, in the highest degree judicious. 

In accordance with the provisions of the order of 
the Council passed December 14, 1865, all the 
funds in the hands of the Trustees, or over which 

* See Note B. 
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they have any control, have been deposited with 
the city treasurer. Under this arrangement the 
money belonging to the “GrorGE HowLaAnp JR. 
FunD,” sixteen hundred dollars, and that belonging 
to the “CHARLES W. Moraan Funp,” one thou- 
sand dollars, have been placed in his hands and 
entered upon the books of the treasurer by their 
respective designations. ‘T'wice a year, upon the 
first days of January and July, there is to be passed 
to the credit of the “Trustees of the Free Public 
Library,” the interest, at the highest legal rate, 
upon these united amounts. 

There has also been paid into the treasury, the 
further sum of three hundred and fifty eight dollars 
and sixty-seven cents, as follows: 


The amount unexpended of the George 


Howland Jr. fund, 147.87 


The unexpended balance of the Horticultur- 
al Society fund, 110.80 


The amount of the Charles Congdon fund, 100.00 





$358.67 


This amount has been placed to the credit of the 
“Trustees” upon the treasurer’s books. Its expen- 
diture and the course to be pursued in drawing it 
from the treasury, as well as the increase from the 
permanent funds above named, are regulated and 
controlled by number four and number sia of the 
orders of the Council previously named. In ac- 
cordance with a provision of the first named, the 
Trustees have decided that the money thus placed 
to their credit shall be drawn by the order of the 


ts 
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Mayor, acting as President of the board, counter- _ 
signed by the Clerk, and then, only upon the pas- 
sage of a vote by which the order shall be author- 
ized. Measures have already been taken to comply 
with that part of the directions of the Council 
which makes it the duty of the Trustees to keep a 
detailed account of all their receipts and expendi- 
tures under the operation of these orders. 

We have been gratified and encouraged, in lay- 
ing before you the foregoing statement of the ben- 
efactions which haye been bestowed upon the City 
in aid of the Free Public Library. 

The high position the institution holds in the 
minds of our inhabitants, is indicated by the facts 
of the brief history we have recited. Its true posi- 
tion, as a source of innocent recreation; as the com- 
plement of our common school system in the work 
of education; as a fountain from whence are con- 
stantly flowing the streams of knowledge which 
give directness, energy and skill to those who are 
engaged in the various pursuits of life; as an in- 
strumentality by whose aid the capacity is enlarged 
and the taste refined, and by which are supplied the 
means for the gratification of the intellect and the 
taste thus enlarged and elevated; is now under- 
stood and appreciated. The people, by whom and 
for whom it was established, have ever regarded it 
with a deep interest; and that interest has con- 
stantly increased, as experience has demonstrated 
its capacity for usefulness, and we have seen how 
strong a hold it has taken upon the minds of those 
who, when they have felt anxious of so disposing 
_ of their abundance that their fellow-men might be 
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blessed by the distribution, have looked upon the - 
Free Public Library as an agency by which they 
could be sure to carry into effect the designs of 
their enlightened benevolence. ‘There is that 
scattereth and yet increaseth: and there is that with- 
holdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” 

It is right that wealth should flow into the coffers 
of the prudent, the industrious, the enterprising 
and the gifted, but those who are “blessed in 
basket and in store” should never forget that every 
dollar they scatter abroad for the assistance and 
exaltation of their fellow creatures imparts a con- 
secration to their possessions which adds to their 
value a hundred fold. | 

The Trustees of the public library have ever 
claimed for it the right to be considered a great 
educational and reformatory institution. This po- 
sition was claimed for it by those who presented to 
the council of the city its first annual report;-it has 
been sustained, in some form, to a greater or lesser 
extent, by every communication subsequently issued 
from its managers; and we can assure those from 
whom we received the important trust that we are 
now about to resign, that although we may but feebly 
set forth what has been by our predecessors so 
earnestly and forcibly presented, we will not yield 
to any of those who have for the thirteen years which 
preceded that of our official connection with the h- 
brary held the places we now occupy, in our con- 
victions of its usefulness or our heart-felt desires 
for its continued enlargement and prosperity. 

The continued high price of books, particularly 
of such as are now wanted to fill the many spaces 
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still vacant in our collections of the standard works 
in HNnglish literature, has not allowed us to extend 
our purchases much beyond the current issues of 
the press. ‘To pay the salaries of our officers, to 
meet the expenses of warming and lighting, to pay 
for our long list of periodicals, and keep in repair 
the books which under constant use so rapidly de- 
teriorate, absorb a large part of the amount to which 
the appropriation for the library has been limited. 
We ask not for more, for more cannot legally be 
allowed; and the people must, for the present, be 
content to see their favorite institution fully sus- 
tained in its high position, patiently and hopefully 
looking forward to the time when a fall of prices 
and an increase of means will enable its managers 
to give it an impetus that shall not cease until, in 
its career of substantial increase and enlargement, it 
shall reach a position high among the highest of the 
depositories of knowledge found in our country. 
Respectfully submitted. 


GEORGE HowLanpD, Jr., 
WARREN Lapp, 
ANDREW G. PIERCE, 
JAMES B. Conapon, 
CHaruis H. Perrcs, 
Joun P. BARKER, 


New Brprorp, Dec. 30, 1865. 


‘Trustees. 


DIDI 


NOTE A. 


Since the report was written, the Hon. James Arnold has presented to 
the library, Audubon’s magnificent work on the Birds of America. This 
work, so rich and so rare, the most elaborate and perfect contribution 
ever made to Natural History, is an acquisition to the treasures of the 
people’s library, of which they may properly be proud. Such is its 
rarity and beauty, that the possession, of itself, may be regarded as 
giving a character and standing to the institution in which it is found. 
While the people of New Bedford will rejoice in this valuable addition 
to their library, they will gratefully remember that this act is but the 
continuation of a course of generosity and beneficence which has fora 
long series of years blessed the community in which he resides. 


NOTE B. 


Should this munificent testamentary provision for educational pur- 
poses in New Bedford result in a disappointment, it would appear as if 
there must be a fatality attending every effort to consummate so noble 
a work. Less than ten years ago, one of the speakers on the occasion 
of the laying the corner-stone of our library building, congratulated our 
people upon the probability that a ScHOOL FOR YOUNG FEMALES, to be 
established and maintained by a legacy from an eminent merchant then 
recently deceased, would shortly be opened in our city. The expecta- 
tion, hardly, perhaps, justified by the terms of the testament, under the 
operation of circumstances which allow of the expression of no feelings 
but those of regret, was doomed to disappointment. But GrorGE 
HOow.Lanp had allowed us to hope, by the conditions named in his will, 
that in some time in the then future, his devotion of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars to the cause of education would be expended for our benefit. 
Sytv1A ANN HowLanpd unconditionally and unquestionably set apart 
the same noble sum to the same noble object. In the first instance, the 
alternative provision of the testament was settled in favor of another 
community. In the other, if the gracious designs of our benefactress 
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shall be frustrated, it will be because the technicalities of law shall tri- 
umph over the unmistakable intention and the incontrovertible right of 
this noble lady to bless the community in the midst of which she was 
born, the place which had always been her home and which, for many 
generations, had been the home of her ancestors, with a portion of that 
wealth, so large a part of which had been here accumulated. 

There is in reserve for us from another source, a fund which has been | 
consecrated by the noble dead to the same sacred object. Long may it 
be before it shall be possible for an application to be made of it for the 
purpose to which it is ultimately to be devoted. ‘‘ But when the time 
shall come that comes alike to all—late and long may it be ere it shall 
come” to the noble gentlewoman who now makes her beautiful life and 
her ample means a blessing to the community—when her administra- 
tion of the fund devoted by WiL1t1AM W. SwaIn to the cause of educa- 
tion shall have terminated, may we not hope that the community for 
whose benefit it was set apart may be allowed to enter into a peaceable 
and profitable possession of their legacy? 


